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REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF THE STEPHENS CITY TOWN COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, April 6, 2010 

7:30 p.m. 

 
 
Mayor Ray Ewing called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Council member Hollis gave the invocation.  
 
Roll call showed the following present:  

Vice Mayor Joy Shull, Council member Ronald Bowers, Council member Linden A. 
Fravel, Jr., Council member Michael Grim, Council member James Harter, Council 
member Joseph Hollis  
 

Staff present: Mike Kehoe, Town Manager: Brian Henshaw, Town Planner; David Griffin, Town  
Attorney; Charles Bockey, Chief of Police, Stephens City Police Department; Dianne 
MacMillan, Town Clerk 
  

Press:  Stephanie Mangino, Winchester Star 
 

AGENDA 

 Council member Fravel moved that the Agenda be adopted as presented and the motion 
passed. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

The Mayor opened the floor for public comment.  There being none, the public comment 
period was closed. 

 

MINUTES – March 2, 2010 Regular Meeting 

Council member Grim moved for approval of the minutes of March 2, 2010 as presented 
and the motion carried with the following vote: 
 
Recorded Vote: 

Vice Mayor Shull  - Aye  Nays - None 
 Council member Bowers - Aye 

Council member Fravel - Aye 
 Council member Grim - Aye   

Council member Harter - Aye 
    Abstain – Council member Hollis 
    Absent – None 

 

TREASURERS REPORT – Kim Uttenweiler 

  
 Mayor Ewing asked for any comments or questions regarding the Treasurer’s report as 
submitted.  There were none and the report was accepted as presented. 



Town Council Minutes – April 6, 2010  
 

2 
 

POLICE REPORT – Charles Bockey, Chief  

 
Chief Bockey stated that the Police Department had been busy as usual.  Vice Mayor 

Shull reported that a small black car had been speeding down Barley Drive almost every day 
around noon.  The Chief asked her to contact the police department the next time it happened. 
The report accepted as presented. 

 

ACTION AGENDA 
 

A.  Approval of Bid for Old Stephens City School Window Replacement Project 
 

 Mayor Ewing turned this item over to the Town Manager for details.  Mr. Kehoe reported 
that this had been an ongoing project.  He said that The Peter B. Stickley Committee 
recommended that Town Council accept the bid of $275,500.00 from Lantz Construction of 
Winchester for the window replacement work on the old Stephens City School. Mr. Kehoe said 
this would restore all the windows in the school.  He added that the contractor would also 
remove some lead based paint and replace some beams burned by a fire in the 1930’s to bring the 
school up to code in those areas.   Council member Fravel asked if the contract would cover 
thermal protection and Mr. Kehoe said it would provide interior thermal protection. 
  

Council member Fravel moved that the Council of the Town of Stephens City accept the 
bid from Lantz Construction of Winchester in the amount of 275,500.00.  Council member 
Hollis asked how much more was needed to do to the building.  Mr. Kehoe said that these were 
stabilizing measures and additional work would be needed on mechanical, electrical and 
handicapped accessible projects.  He added that the school was probably only half way to where 
it will be when complete.  The motion passed with the following recorded vote:    

 
Recorded Vote: 

Vice Mayor Shull  - Aye  Nays - None 
 Council member Bowers - Aye  Abstain - None 

Council member Fravel - Aye  Absent - None 
Council member Grim - Aye 
Council member Harter - Aye 
Council member Hollis - Aye 

 

B.  Proclamation Designating Disability Awareness Week 

 
Mayor Ewing introduced the proclamation.  Vice Mayor Shull moved to adopt the 

proclamation and the motion passed with the following recorded vote: 
 
Recorded Vote: 

Vice Mayor Shull  - Aye  Nays - None 
 Council member Bowers - Aye  Abstain - None 

Council member Fravel - Aye  Absent - None 
Council member Grim - Aye 
Council member Harter - Aye 
Council member Hollis - Aye 
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PROCLAMATION OF disABILITY AWARENESS WEEK 

 

 

 WHEREAS, the United States Congress enacted the Americans with Disabilities Act in 
1990, prohibiting discrimination against people with disabilities in employment, public 
accommodations, transportation and telecommunications; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Virginia enacted the Virginians with Disabilities Act 
in 1985 to assure equal opportunity to persons with disabilities in the Commonwealth, and it is 
the policy of this Commonwealth to encourage and enable persons with disabilities to participate 
fully and equally in the social and economic life of the Commonwealth and to engage in 
remunerative employment; and 
 
 WHEREAS. People with disabilities often overcome common misunderstandings about 
their circumstances and make valuable contributions to their families and communities; and 
 
 WHEREAS,  disability is a natural part of the human experience, and individuals with 
disabilities deserve the same rights as their peers to live independently, enjoy self-determination, 
make choices, contribute to society and participate fully in the American experience; and 
 
 WHEREAS, family, friends and neighbors play a central role in enhancing the lives of 
people with disabilities, and people with disabilities benefit from having a network of supportive 
friends and family, accommodating employers and community leaders who are aware of the 
needs and abilities of Virginians with disabilities; and 
 
 WHEREAS, millions of people in the United State have disabilities, and with the 
increasing age of our population, Virginians and Americans must learn more about the special 
needs and abilities of this growing population; and 
 
 WHEREAS, agencies and organizations throughout Virginia participate in disability 
awareness programs during disAbility Awareness Week to enhance public understanding of and 
appreciation for the limitations and abilities of people living with disabilities; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE the Council of the Town of Stephens City, does hereby proclaim 
the week of April 16-23, 2010 as disABILITY AWARENESS WEEK, and call this observance 
to the attention of all our citizens, and urge all citizens to honor this occasion. 
 
Dated this 6th day of April, 2010. 
 
       __________________________________ 
       Ray E. Ewing, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: ___________________________ 
      Dianne L. MacMillan, CMC 
      Town Clerk 
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C.  Appointments 

 1. Citizens Advisory Committee for MPO 
 
 Mayor Ewing asked Mr. Kehoe for information regarding the appointment.  He advised 
that Jeremiah Heller had been the representative from the Town but he moved and someone was 
needed to fill the vacancy.  He said he spoke with Kelly Henshaw of 226 Shoebuckle Court 
about representing the Town.  He added that she was very knowledgeable about transportation, 
was City Engineer for the City of Winchester and was a good candidate.  Mayor Ewing asked if 
there would be any conflict of interest and Mr. Griffin, Town Attorney indicated there would not.   
Mr. Kehoe noted that Tim Stowe is the county’s representative on the same committee. 
 

Council Member Hollis moved that the Council of the Town of Stephens City appoint 
Kelly Henshaw to the Citizens’ Advisory Committee of the Metropolitan Planning Organization 
to represent the Town of Stephens City.  The motion passed with the following recorded vote: 
 
Recorded Vote: 

Vice Mayor Shull  - Aye  Nays - None 
 Council member Bowers - Aye   

Council member Fravel - Aye 
Council member Grim - Aye 
Council member Harter - Aye 
Council member Hollis - Aye 

    Abstain – None 
    Absent – None 
 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

A.   Administrative Committee – Joseph Hollis, Chair 

 Council member Hollis, Chairman of the Administrative Committee said there was 
nothing to report but the Committee needed to schedule a meeting in the future.   

 

B.   Finance Committee – Joseph Hollis, Chair 

 Council member Hollis, Chairman of the Finance Committee reported that the committee 
did a quick review of the 2009-2010 budget and everything seemed in line.  They did an initial 
review of the 2010-2011 budget which was an on-going piece of work and were hoping to get 
approval this month with a recommendation to Council to follow.  
  

C.  Water/Sewer Committee – Joy Shull, Chair  
 No meeting was held.   
 

D.  Personnel Committee – James Harter, Chair 

Council member Harter, Chairman of the Personnel Committee reported that the 
Committee met and reviewed the position of Town Treasurer.  Council member Harter moved  
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that Kim Uttenweiler having completed her probationary period, be formally appointed Town 
Treasurer for the Town of Stephens City.  The motion passed with the following recorded vote:  
 
Recorded Vote: 

Vice Mayor Shull  - Aye  Nays - None 
 Council member Bowers - Aye   

Council member Fravel - Aye 
Council member Grim - Aye 
Council member Harter - Aye 
Council member Hollis - Aye 

    Abstain – None 
    Absent – None 
  
 

E.  Parks and Recreation Commission – Ronald Bowers, Chair 

 Council member Bowers submitted a written report stating the current projects under 
discussion by the Commission. 

 

F.  Public Safety Committee – Ronald Bowers, Chair 
 No meeting was held. 
 

 

PLANNER’S REPORT – Brian Henshaw 

  
Mr. Henshaw had nothing to add to his written report.  Council member Hollis asked if 

the Town had received grant money for the North Main Street enhancement.  He said he noticed 
that it was put as number 4 on the priority list and Mr. Henshaw stated that it was just added to 
the list for information purposes.  Council member Hollis said he wanted to know that this 
project was already financed and not just a wannabe project.  Mr. Henshaw explained that the 
initial grant would carry the project through the first phase and the Town would apply for other 
grants to continue the project.  Council member Hollis said he wanted to be assured that the 
project would not be a hodge-podge undertaking but would be a full-fledged project from start to 
finish.  Mr. Henshaw assured him that the project would continue until fully completed with the 
only portion in question in front of Russell-Stephens City and Davis properties because the 
improvements on Main Street in that area were proffered. The enhancement project would be 
completed along the existing residential area on Main Street.  Mayor Ewing noted that the Town 
was already eligible to apply for additional grants for the project.   

 

 

TOWN MANAGERS REPORT 

 

1. Mr. Kehoe reported that Tim Stowe is still working on the east side Mulberry Street 
sewer project and the report should be presented to the Water & Sewer Committee by the 
end of the month.  Vice Mayor Shull pointed out that the Committee would be meeting 
next week and suggested rescheduling the committee meeting to April 22nd along with 
the Public Works Committee.  By consensus, the committee meetings were moved to 
Thursday, April 22 at the regular times.  
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2. He also reported that the Public Works crew was continuing work on cleaning up from 

the winter by cutting trees and sweeping streets. 
 

COUNCIL COMMENTS/CALENDAR 

 
 Mayor Ewing noted that Election Day would conflict with the council meeting in May.  
The Town Council meeting was rescheduled to May 5th at 7:30 pm. 
 
 He added that Chief Bockey had received applications for the vacant police officer 
position and Council would need to schedule a meeting of the Office of the Mayor to review the 
applications.  He said this would require the presence of the Chairman of the Public Safety 
Committee, the Chairman of the Personnel Committee, the Police Chief and the Town Manager 
as well as the Mayor.  This meeting was scheduled for April 14th at 7:00 pm.   
  
 Council member Hollis requested that the Finance Committee meeting be rescheduled to 
Wednesday, April 14th at 5:00 pm.  The Town Clerk noted that there should be a public hearing 
for the proposed budget at the May Council meeting and this would need to be advertised in 
April.   
  

There being no further business, Council member Grim moved to adjourn at 7:50 p.m. 
and the motion carried. 
 
       ___________________________ 
       Ray E. Ewing, Mayor Ray Ewing 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Diane L. MacMillan, CMC, Town Clerk 


